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Amendments to the claims : 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 
Listing of claims: 

Claim 1 (original): An image information distributing method for receiving image information 
stored in a central apparatus by one or a plurality of terminal apparatus, comprising the steps of: 

generating, by using said image information stored in said central apparatus, summary 
image information whose information amount is smaller than said image information; 

generating a summary document including location information indicative of a location 
in which said image information is stored and said summary image information; 

generating a summary E-mail by attaching said generated summary document to an E- 
mail; and 

transmitting said generated summary E-mail to said one or a plurality of terminal 
apparatus. 

Claim 2 (original): The image information distributing method as set forth in Claim 1 , further 
comprising the steps of: 

determining whether character information is included in said image information or not; 

and 

in the case where character information is included in said image information, making 
said character information to be included in said summary document. 

Claim 3 (original): The image information distributing method as set forth in Claim 2, wherein 
said terminal apparatus comprises displaying means, the summary image information and/or 
character information included in the received summary document is displayed on said 
displaying means. 
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Claim 4 (original): The image information distributing method as set forth in Claim 3, wherein 

said terminal apparatus accepts input of a receiving instruction for requesting reception of 
image information corresponding to the received summary image information and/or character 
information, and, when said receiving instruction is inputted, in response to the summary image 
information and/or character information corresponding to the image information requested to be 
received, transmits to said central apparatus a transmitting instruction including the location 
information included in the received summary document, and 

said central apparatus, when the transmitting instruction is received, transmits image 
information stored in a location indicated by the location information included in the received 
transmitting instruction to the terminal apparatus which has transmitted the received transmitting 
instruction. 

Claim 5 (original): An image information distributing system in which a scanner apparatus for 
generating image information by reading an image of an original and transmitting said image 
information, a central apparatus for receiving and storing the image information transmitted from 
said scanner apparatus, and one or a plurality of terminal apparatus for receiving the image 
information transmitted from said central apparatus are connected via communicating means, 

wherein any of said scanner apparatus, said central apparatus and said terminal apparatus 
comprises: 

summary document generating means having means for generating, by using said image 
information generated by said scanner apparatus, summary image information whose 
information amount is smaller than said image information, and means for generating a summary 
document including location information indicative of a location in which said image 
information generated by said scanner apparatus is stored and said summary image information; 
and 

E-mail processing means having means for generating a summary E-mail by attaching 
said generated summary document to an E-mail, and means for transmitting the generated 
summary E-mail to said terminal apparatus. 
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Claim 6 (original): The image information distributing system as set forth in Claim 5, wherein 
said summary document generating means comprises: 

means for determining whether character information is included in said image 
information or not; and 

means, in the case where character information is included in said image information, for 
making said character information to be included in said summary document. 

Claim 7 (original): The image information distributing system as set forth in Claim 6, wherein 
said terminal apparatus comprises displaying means, and 

said summary document processing means is provided on said terminal apparatus and 
displays summary image information and/or character information included in the summary 
document onto said displaying means. 

Claim 8 (original): The image information distributing system as set forth in Claim 7, wherein 

said summary document processing means comprises: means for accepting input of a 
receiving instruction for requesting reception of image information corresponding to said 
summary image information and/or character information; and means for, when said receiving 
instruction is inputted, in response to the summary image information and/or character 
information corresponding to the image information requested to be received, transmitting to 
said central apparatus a transmitting instruction including the location information included in 
the received summary document, and 

said central apparatus comprises means for, when the transmitting instruction is received, 
transmitting image information stored in a location indicated by the location information 
included in the received transmitting instruction to the terminal apparatus which has transmitted 
the received transmitting instruction. 

Claim 9 (original): The image information distributing system as set forth in Claim 8, wherein 
said summary document generating means and said E-mail processing means are provided on 
said central apparatus. 
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Claim 10 (original): The image information distributing system as set forth in Claim 8, wherein 
said summary document generating means and said E-mail processing means are provided on 
said scanner apparatus. 

Claim 11 (original): The image information distributing system as set forth in Claim 8, wherein 
said scanner apparatus comprises means for transmitting said image information to a 

predetermined terminal apparatus, 

said summary document generating means and said E-mail processing means are 

provided on said predetermined terminal apparatus, and 

said predetermined terminal apparatus further comprises means for receiving the image 

information transmitted from said scanner apparatus. 

Claim 12 (previously presented): A central apparatus having means for, by connecting to 
communicating means, performing communication, and storing means for storing image 
information received via said means, comprising: 

means for, when a transmitting instruction including location information is received, 
transmitting the image information stored in a location in said storing means indicated by the 
location information included in the received transmitting instruction; 

summary document generating means having means for, by using received image 
information, generating summary image information whose information amount is smaller than 
said image information, and means for generating a summary document including location 
information indicative of a location in said storing means in which said image information is 
stored and the generated summary image information; and 

E-mail processing means having means for generating a summary E-mail by attaching the 
generated summary document to an E-mail, and means for transmitting the generated summary 
E-mail. 



Claim 13 (canceled) 
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Claim 14 (original): A terminal apparatus having means for, by connecting to communicating 
means, performing communication, comprising: 
means for receiving image information; 

summary document generating means having means for, by using the received image 
information, generating summary image information whose information amount is smaller than 
said image information, and means for generating a summary document including location 
information indicative of a location in which said image information is stored and said summary 
image information; and 

E-mail processing means having means for generating a summary E-mail by attaching the 
generated summary document to an E-mail, and means for transmitting the generated summary 
E-mail. 

Claims 15-16 (canceled) 

Claim 17 (original): A scanner apparatus having means for, by connecting to communicating 
means, performing communication, generating image information by reading an image of an 
original, transmitting the image information via said means, comprising: 

summary document generating means having means for, by using said image 
information, generating summary image information whose information amount is smaller than 
said image information, and means for generating a summary document including location 
information indicative of a location in said storing means in which said image information is to 
be stored and said summary image information; and 

E-mail processing means having means for generating a summary E-mail by attaching the 
generated summary document to an E-mail, and means for transmitting the generated summary 
E-mail. 

Claim 18 (original): An image information distributing system in which a scanner apparatus for 
generating image information by reading an image of an original and transmitting said image 
information, a central apparatus for receiving and storing the image information transmitted from 
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said scanner apparatus, and one or a plurality of terminal apparatus for receiving the image 
information transmitted from said central apparatus are connected via communicating means, 

wherein said scanner apparatus, said central apparatus and said terminal apparatus 
comprises processors, and any of the processors is capable of performing operations of: 

generating, by using image information generated by said scanner apparatus, summary 
image information whose information amount is smaller than said image information; 

generating a summary document including location information indicative of a location 
in which said image information generated by said scanner apparatus is stored and said summary 
image information; 

generating a summary E-mail by attaching the generated summary document to an E- 
mail; and 

transmitting the generated summary E-mail to said terminal apparatus. 

Claim 19 (original): The image information distributing system as set forth in Claim 18, wherein 
said operation of generating summary document further includes operations of: 

determining whether character information is included in said image information or not; 

and 

in the case where character information is included in said image information, making 
said character information to be included in said summary document. 

Claim 20 (original): The image information distributing system as set forth in Claim 19, wherein 
said terminal apparatus comprises displaying means, 

said operation of generating summary document is performed by said processor provided 
on said terminal apparatus, and 

said processor is further capable of performing operation of displaying summary image 
information and/or character information included in the summary document onto said 
displaying means. 
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Claim 21 (original): The image information distributing system as set forth in Claim 20, wherein 

said operation of generating summary document performed by said processor provided 
on said terminal apparatus further includes operations of: 

accepting input of a receiving instruction for requesting reception of image information 
corresponding to said summary image information and/or said character information; and 

when said receiving instruction is inputted, in response to the summary image 
information and/or character information corresponding to the image information requested to be 
received, transmitting to said central apparatus a transmitting instruction including the location 
information included in the received summary document, and 

said processor provided on said central apparatus is capable of performing operation of, 
when the transmitting instruction is received, transmitting image information stored in a location 
indicated by the location information included in the received transmitting instruction to the 
terminal apparatus which has transmitted the received transmitting instruction. 

Claim 22 (original): The image information distributing system as set forth in Claim 21, wherein 
said operation of generating summary document and operation of generating and transmitting 
summary E-mail are performed by said processor provided on said central apparatus. 

Claim 23 (original): The image information distributing system as set forth in Claim 21, wherein 
said operation of generating summary document and operation of generating and transmitting 
summary E-mail are performed by said processor provided on said scanner apparatus. 

Claim 24 (original): The image information distributing system as set forth in Claim 21, wherein 
said processor provided on said scanner apparatus is capable of performing operation of 

transmitting said image information to a predetermined terminal apparatus, 

said operation of generating summary document and operation of generating and 

transmitting summary E-mail are performed by said processor provided on said predetermined 

terminal apparatus, and 
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said processor provided on said predetermined terminal apparatus is further capable of 
performing operation of receiving the image information transmitted from said scanner 
apparatus. 

Claim 25 (previously presented): A central apparatus having means for, by connecting to 
communicating means, performing communication, and storing means for storing image 
information received via said means, comprising a processor capable of performing operations 
of: 

when a transmitting instruction including location information is received, transmitting 
image information stored in a location in said storing means indicated by the location 
information included in the received transmitting instruction; 

generating, by using received image information, summary image information whose 
information amount is smaller than said image; 

generating a summary document including location information indicative of a location 
in said storing means in which said image information is stored and the generated summary 
image information; 

generating a summary E-mail by attaching the generated summary document to an E- 
mail; and 

transmitting the generated summary E-mail. 
Claim 26 (canceled) 

Claim 27 (original): A terminal apparatus having means for, by connecting to communicating 
means, performing communication, comprising a processor capable of performing operations of: 
receiving image information; 

generating, by using received image information, summary image information whose 
information amount is smaller than said image information; 

generating a summary document including location information indicative of a location 
in said storing means in which said image information is stored and said summary image 
information; 
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generating a summary E-mail by attaching the generated summary document to an E- 
mail; and 

transmitting the generated summary E-mail. 

Claim 28 (currently amended): The terminal apparatus as set forth in Claim [[17]]27, having 
displaying means, comprising a processor capable of performing operation of displaying onto 
said displaying means summary image information and/or character information included in a 
summary document which includes summary image information and/or character information 
and location information corresponding to image information. 

Claim 29 (original): The terminal apparatus as set forth in Claim 28, further comprising means 
for, by connecting to communicating means, performing communication, wherein said operation 
further includes operations of: 

accepting input of a receiving instruction for requesting reception of image information; 

and 

when said receiving instruction is inputted, transmitting a transmitting instruction 
including the location information corresponding to image information requested to be received. 

Claim 30 (previously presented): A scanner apparatus having means for, by connecting to 
communicating means, performing communication, generating image information by reading an 
image of an original, transmitting the image information via said means, comprising a processor 
capable of performing operations of: 

generating, by using said image information, summary image information whose 
information amount is smaller than said image information; 

generating a summary document including location information indicative of a location 
in which said image information is stored and said summary image information; 

generating a summary E-mail by attaching the generated summary document to an E- 
mail; and 

transmitting the generated summary E-mail. 
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Claim 31 (canceled) 

Claim 32 (previously presented): A computer program embodied in a computer-readable 
medium for causing a computer to transmit/receive information is recorded, said computer 
comprising means for, by connecting to communicating means, performing communication, said 
computer program comprising the steps for: 

causing the computer to receive image information; 

causing the computer to generate, by using the received image information, summary 
image information whose information amount is smaller than said image information; 

causing the computer to generate a summary document including location information 
indicative of a location in which said image information is stored and said summary image 
information; 

causing the computer to generate a summary E-mail by attaching the generated summary 
document to an E-mail; and 

causing the computer to transmit the generated summary E-mail. 

Claim 33 (canceled) 

Claim 34 (previously presented): The terminal apparatus as set forth in Claim 14, having 
displaying means, comprising summary document processing means for displaying onto said 
displaying means said summary image information and/or character information included in a 
summary document which includes summary image information and/or character information 
and location information corresponding to image information. 

Claim 35 (previously presented): The terminal apparatus as set forth in Claim 34, further 
comprising means for, by connecting to communicating means, performing communication, 

wherein said summary document processing means comprises: means for accepting input 
of a receiving instruction for requesting reception of image information; and means for, when 
said receiving instruction is inputted, transmitting a transmitting instruction including the 
location information corresponding to the image information requested to be received. 



